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P. 70,1. 23. Dryden says of Shakespeare, f All the images
of nature were still present to him, and he drew them not
laboriously but luckily : when he describes anything, you
more than see it, you feel it too. Those who accuse him to
have wanted learning give him the greater commendation: he
was naturally learned ; he needed not the spectacles of books
to read nature; he looked inwards, and found her there.'
(An Essay of Dramatic Poesy; Works, xv. 350, ed. 1808.)
1. 25. Paradise Lost, iv. 268.
1. 28. Paradise Lost, ii. 1017.
P. 71, 1. I. Addison discusses Miltonjs similes at the end
of his seventh paper, Spectator, No. 303.
1. 7. Paradise Lost, i. 284.
I. 20. Pravity; immorality, a moral perversity. ' Therefore
was law given them, to evince their natural pravity.' (Milton.)
-P. 72, 1. n. Paradise Lost xi. 8.
1. 27. 6 Johnson, I think, has been charged unjustly with
expressing too freely and inconsiderately the blemishes
of Milton. There are many more than he has noticed . . .
In Johnson's estimate I do not perceive the unfairness of
which many have complained . . , Johnson has himself'done
great good by exposing great faults in great authors. He
seldom is erroneous in his censures, but he never is sufficiently
excited to admiration of what is purest and highest in poetry.'
(Landor, Works, ed. 1876, iv. 431, 473-4.) ,
P. 73, 1. 5. Richard Bentley (1682-1742) published his
edition of ' Paradise Lost' in 1732. The theories which guided
Bentley in his emendations are thus stated by him in his
preface. 'Our celebrated author, when he composed this
poem, being obnoxious to the government, poor, friendless
and, what is worst of all, blind, . . . could only dictate his
verses to be writ by another. Whence it necessarily follows,
that any errors in spelling, printing, nay even in whole words
of a like or near sound in pronunciation, are not to be
charged upon the poet, but on the amanuensis. . . But more
calamities, than are yet mentioned, have happened ,to our
poem : for the friend or acquaintance, whoever he was, to
whom. Milton committed his copy and the overseeing of the